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Editorial

Recently the Pieterma and Natal Midlands Sub-
Committee of the Natal ial Institute of Architects became
elevated to full Committee status of the Institute of South African
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The accommodation required was
primarily laboratory accommodation
with related service areas. It was

an at as improved teaching
an methods were developed
the laboratory layouts and use of
service areas would change frequently.
The main design criterion, therefore,

was the provision of fully serviced S
shells within which the variable 3
functional units could be 7

accommodated and where unit
changes could be allowed to occur
without major alterations.

Planning

The square shape chosen for each
departmental building represented the
most economic shape in terms of
usable area particularly in relation to
the centrally placed square service
core within each building. The core
provided the space for toilets and the
main vertical and horizontal circulation
routes within each shell, thus
completing the economy of area
utilization initially envisaged. Analyses N
of the spatial requirements of this
complex indicated that the functional
requirements would be fulfilled best by
maintaining a basically low-level
development with the corresponding
degree of horizontal expansion. The
separation of the departmental blocks
was achieved by positioning the
common user block in between them
and linking all three with horizontal
circulation corridors.

Structural System and Modular
Concept.

In order to achieve the flexibility
required in terms of the above it was
considered essential for the

.
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ouse Scoccia, Ladysmith

Brief

A comprehensive brief was received
from the clients with special emphasis
on their life style. The house was to
afford maximum privacy to a family unit
comprising husband and wife only and
was to suit their needs in a compact
unit. It was also required to
accommodate their parents on
extended visits from Italy. At all times
the kitchen was to remain in contact
with all living areas.

Design solution A Plan
The design utilizes the pool as an
external focus to both the private and
entertainment areas which are in visual -
contact with the kitchen. The guest V' View from northeast
wing allows for freedom of movement
without necessary contact with family
life.

Structure and finishes

The house is built externally of calsi
gold face brickwork laid with square
recessed joints. Internally the house is
bagged and painted to offset a large
collection of paintings. The floors
throughout the house are mazista rosa
stone.

ouse a

Brief
The owners bought their suburban A North-west elevation
stand to enjoy the magnificent view of
the Drakensberg. The owners are
gregarious and spontaneous
entertainers. Their brief to their architect
was to provide the accommodation
within their budget and “to see that it
was not cold”

Design solution

The house falls into a simple zoning
pattern, and is carefully detailed and
compact. The rooms were all lined up
to take advantage of the Drakensberg
view to the south-west and they raise

Brief

This house is designed for a
dairy/crop farmer and is situated some
6 kilometres from Dundee. The owner is
an tracts
ma
inn

Thus, despite being on a farm, the
house was to_enjoy privacy from the

many s. The
family ing
areas me. The

house is to serve as an office for the
farm and accommodate the wife's
artistic talents. It enjoys the privilege of
being unhampered by municipal

solution

use was designed to suit an
established site and was staggered to
accommodate the existing trees. A
rockface brick was used to integrate
the house with the adjacent rocky
outcrop.

The living areas form an open plan
and are spaciously defined by placing
the family room, the dining room and
the sunken lounge, at three different
levels, while sharing the central service
bar as a visual focus. The bedroom
wing and the wife's studio form the
second zone. The studio opens into its
own private court and forms an
extension to the office and kitchen
forming the service zone.

ouse an ,

Brief

This house is designed for a
business man with a large family
spanning three generations. The brief
called for each generation to be able to
feel free to entertain at the same time.

Design solution

For privacy the house faced inwards
and focussed around two courtyards.
The site determined that to abtain north
light many rooms had to reach out
above their neighbours to gather in
sunlight. The living and bedrooom
areas were separated by the outdoor

A Plan

V View from north-east
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A North-west elevation
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Structure and finishes

The house has face brickwork
externally and internally with quarry tile
floors. The ceilings are white rhino B A Plan
board. A Plan
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Design report
Since the Owner is extremely involved
in motor cars, particularly the
restoration of vintage cars and sports
cars, parking and garages were a
prime design factor.
The other design factor was the
relationship of the interior to the exterior -t
on this very steeply sloping east facing
site.

By using a series of split levels and
terracing, each room opens onto L L
ground level. Plan

. G ve Architect

nelka Flats, undee
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FRST
FLOOR
A Section
Brief
The clients called for a low
maintenance block of four bachelor
flats and the maximum number of o

two-bedroomed flats on a level site A Plan
which offers no view, in the Northern
Natal town of Dundee.

Design solution

The distributor road on the
South-West dictated the position of the
parking areas.

Aspects important to the design of
the duplex flats included: undercover
access from the garages; protected
front entrances; integrated living, dining
and cooking areas; north-east
orientation of the major spaces and
privacy of the outdoor living areas.
Flanking the group of duplex flats are
the bachelor flats on two levels.

For the superb execution | thank the
builders, Messrs. Wohlberg and
Brunkhorst.

V View from north-west
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Gilbeys Distribution

=

Project

To design and build a new
Warehouse/Distribution Centre in
Pietermaritzburg including the
necessary office accommodation and
ablutions, thus relocating Gilbeys to
Pentrich Industrial Area.

Desi truction

A si portal frame
construction was used for the
warehouse with Colomet cladding and
Calsi-Facebricks externally. The Offices
are North facing and are constructed of
Calsi-Bricks and aluminium windows
with a simple Colomet fascia on the
three sides of the single storey
Offices/Ablution Area.

u €es O

Brief

The brief called for the existing
laboratories and technical sections
within the vast Hulett Aluminium Head
Office complex in Pietermaritzburg, to
be centralised into one building thus
facilitating quality control and technical
administration.

Design solution

By developing the technical block as
a new wing of the existing
administration block, close inter-
relationship between these
departments was ensured and great
care was taken to achieve an
architectural unity between the new and
the existing buildings by incorporating
the original planning modules, window
sizes and facebrick finishes in the new
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central corridor at first floor level acts as
a covered access way between the
existing administration and cafeteria
blocks.
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Carter-Brown & Baillon

C & J Clark ersonnel Facility,

Client’s brief

The Client approached the Practice
with the view of increasing the present
factory floor area and also providing
additional Staff Change/Dining and
Toilet facilities as required for a staff
complement of 800 persons.

Architect’s proposal

The proposal was to erect, at first
floor level over the existing toilets, a
steel structure to contain new
Change/Dining Rooms. Under this new
structure at ground floor level,
additional toilets, a new kitchen and
landscaped outdoor recreation areas
would be provided.

On completion of the new complex,
existing staff facilities within the factory
would become available for machinery,
thus avoiding the need to extend the
factory blocks.

endersons eavy

Brief

The initial brief was simple and
business-like: “plan the complex and
include all the needs reflected in
previous schemes by others but
through the ingenuity of the architect
do so in a manner which would reduce
the capital expenditure and therefore
save the additional architect's fee”.
Needless to say, the brief could not be
accepted on those terms and following
a detailed description of the architect's
true role in assessing client's needs,
interpreting them and hopefully arriving
at a solution within financial limits, the
client agreed to granting the
commission — a decision over which,
on their own reflection, they remain
most relieved.

Siting and Design Solution

The design concept is based on a
double storey reinforced concrete
central section comprising the offices
at first floor level, and parts and other
utility areas below. This central section
formed the “fix" from which the
structural steel and metal clad modules
forming the Parts Section on the one
side and the Workshop Section on the
other, attached themselves and
provided for growth by extending the
ends.

Detail design decisions comprised a
response to an adjoining project which
incorporated curved eaves, a desire o0
soften the complex and attempt to
reduce the scale of the high Workshop
Section in particular by expressing and
drawing downward the structural
supports for the eaves. The public and
entry spaces responded to the main
observation and access point by
turning the staircase and parts of the
upper accommodation through 45°,

mb.

V View of new outdoor dining/recreational area

uty Vehicle Service Centre, mb.

FUTURE -
WORKSHOP

NTE
TS
EXTERSIN EXTENSTON.

‘ ocoDoOoooa

A Longitudinal section

lyl’!!llll””l‘ll\/.hllhI‘l.l.l

] § L1} 15 Na

|
\

> Site plan

V View from access road
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Here is that typical non-building that
draughtsmen have reproduced so
many times and which, to many
architects, is not worth a challenge.

Brief

The client's brief was brief — provide
500 m? of workshop area, plus office
and reception on the street frontage,
usual change rooms and ablutions,
and make maximum potential use of
the site at an impossibly low cost

Postscript

For some reason this little building
has evoked more favourable comment
than expected or deserved — perhaps
because it mushroomed up in just over
two months (less time when the GPO
required to install the telephones) cr
more likely, because it did not replace
a Victorian cottage.
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Workshop and Admin. Complex,

LEGEND
1 JOINERY WORMSHOP

5 FOREMAN'S OFFICE
6 MALE ABLUTIONS

7 OFFICE

& TOOL ROOM

9 SAWD

10 REFRIGEFATION SHOP
11 STORE

13 FITTING SHOP
14 ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

The Design brief

The project was to be built in two
phases. The first phase would cater for
the more pressing technical and
maintenance needs and was to be
followed by new administration and
training facilities.

Plant Workshop
The Plant Workshop provides the
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A Auxiliary workshop plan V Plant workshop with gatehouse from south-west
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Brief and Siting

The company manufactures
lithographic printing plates employing a
highly sophisticated process which is
light sensitive and involves critical
tolerance in the deposition of chemical
coatings on high grade aluminium
plates. Manufacture is highly
automated and the process is unique
in the southern hemisphere.

The brief, originating in 1977,
included the selection and assessment
of alternative sites, and called for some
2 500m? of production area with
separately articulated administrative
offices, staff facilities and bulk raw
material storage.

Design solution

To meet the Client's requirement of a
one level development, the complex is
arranged on a single large terrace cut
and filled on the hillside site. Arising
from the site configuration, its optimum
point of road the
to allow for fu ion,
building elements fall naturally into
place — Administration at the open view
end of the terrace, Change Rooms
interposed between the massive bulk of
the Factory set into the hillside, and
immediate road access to the Chemical
Block and parking areas.

Landscaping was an integral design
element incorporating lawned areas,
planted banks - still to overcome
successive dry seasons — and the
transplantation of mature plane trees in
parking areas. Rounded eaves echo
the natural form of the rolling hiliside.

Structure, services, finishes

The Administration Offices and
Factory are framed in large span
structural steelwork for flexibility of
planning, the remaining buildings being
of load bearing brickwork and concrete
roof slabs. Walling is generally in blue
brown facings with aluminium patent
glazing fenestration throughout except
for translucent fibreglass sheeting to
the monitor roof of the Factory.
Aluminium roof sheeting and cladding
were used as a logical extension of the
factory product.

Light sensitive production areas and
Administration are fully airconditioned,
plate production and chemical
manufacturing areas being
mechanically extracted. Within the
factory, services are exposed and
colour coded.

Internal finishes include carpeting
throughout the Administration, power
floated concrete floors to the Factory
with epoxy type coatings in areas
subject to chemical attack, and pre-
finish suspended metal tray ceilings in
yellow light areas.
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V Detail of western corner of administration block
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practising under the style of Boshoff van den
Voster at Suite 1421, 320 West Street,

Durban.
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Chelmsford Road, Durban.
G.J. de Kock - (AnT) — 24 Park Lodge Gardens, 369 Berea Road

Durban.

Change in class

T.N. van der Walt (Snr) - retired to ordinary — P.O. Box 15013,
Newcastle.

C in membershi

Y. o NPI - P.O. Box 19002, Domerton 4015.

AJ. Hofman - TPI to NPI - Hofman, Hilbert & Associates.
P.O. Box 190, Southbroom 4277.

Ch
A LI Park, Moyeni Road, Gillitts.
J.B. , Howick.

A.R. Keyte to P.O. Box 3478, Durban.

D.J. Claude to School of Architecture, University of Natal, King
George Durban.

KHJ. 8 Ottersbekallee 9, 2000 Hamburg 19,

West Germany.
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Although Natal members are circulated in advance of individual
events, for the record, the following have been planned for the
fourth quarter.

515 pm. : eirne
Inc. on th e
iversity of
.0ld
Nata all,
mber he
two Institute teams should contact Keith Alcock,
tel. 330023.
Tuesday, 18 5.15 p.m. in SH 2. Derek Garvie of

Stauch Vorste rs Inc. on Impressions of an
Experience working with Murphy/Jahn in Chicago on
362 West Street.

August 3, 1983

Public Relations
Dear Dr. Peters,

| was interested in the letter in your publication relati
promotion of architecture. youre n relating to the

ken
The as
awa gs.
Insti
offered to schools?
the man local
re - foun “The City
;in Bac us Buildings”.
hed re,
, and by the
expl

Yours sincerely,
Jean Nuttall (Mrs.)
Johannesburg

e An;“e ideas for the Professional Promotion Directorate of the

Editor.

July 25, 1983

Recycling for the Performing Arts
Dear Wally,

Congratulations on your “Rehabilitation issue, NPIA Journal 3 —
1983, which surely puts Durban ahead of the rest of the country.
Why? While Greenacres and the Old Station are important, the
Natal Playhouse is a shining example to other demolition-prone
provinces and their arts councils.

Just consider our largest city,

burg. Very recently it
lost a spirited battle to recycle o on f

Colosseum and His

Now Bloemfontein is buitl1ding its own provincial palace of culture

fault of
BI fill such
a
O , the
bureaucrats went for a "totally clear site".
Exactly ten years ago | completed a docto of the
performing arts in the metropolitan area of Canada,
rand
tion arts
thes

audience building and participation, then NEW bricks and mortar
are a non-event and even an anachronism!!

South African architects and planners are as capable as
Australians or Canadians in the recycling game, but the priorities

ack to do
improv
is the re

are many “white elephants” around to prove my point.

Yours sincerely

Professor Wallace van Zyl
Past-President, SAITRP
Bloemfontein

July 25, 1983

Natal Playhouse

Dear Wally,

| was pleased to receive the latest issue of the NPIA Journal
contai hree rehabi and de at you
had in “comment” of Jack

standing. Such comment, though common in ove rnals, is

something that has been sadly lacking in most of
Institute magazines and can only be healthy for the profession.

Jack, of course, expects that on of the building | will
serve him his words cooked and o eat but | feel |
hile

or
of
. led
to the fantasy world that African Theatres architects produced in
the 30's. While one must still confess that the Playhouse '
the Restaurant and Grand Foyer areas
rate Tudor revival with a great deal of

If he is worried about African Theatres kitsch, | hate to think what

Yours sincerely
Gordon Small

August 19, 1983
Rehabilitation of Buildings

Dear Sir,
Iti

as
to lookl

In defense of Gordon Smalfs theatre may | say how good it is to
see theatres do business on the main street frontage of a city in

the an traditio is some
squ ers ereis n that
con ne busiest

| cannot avoid a comment that the demolition of a two storey
building and the replacement by one of similar size in the case of
Greenacres is a little baffling.

Sincerely
Hans Hallen
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