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The third National Architectural Students’ Congress, sponsored by Corobrik, will be held at the
University of Natal in Durban from Monday 13th to Friday 17th of April.

This issue of the NPIAJ coincides with the Students” Congress, and to honour the occasion, is
made up entirely of contributions by the final year students of the School of Architecture,
University of Natal. The theme is (naturally) Durban, and it is hoped that the various arficles
will constitute a useful visitors” guide to some aspects of our city which they feel are worthy of
interest. The Editor would like to thank the students for their efforts, which had to be produced

in an exceptionally short time
reasons of space.

regretfully, not all contributions could be included for

Since the students hope that local architects will participate in the proceedings, the full
programme of Congress events is also included in this issue.

WALTER PETERS, Editor

A CONGRESS OF ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS IN DURBAN

Welcome to Durban.
| think it would be useful to explain why the Congress
Committee finally chose “Symbiosis” as the theme of
the 1987 National Architectural Students’ Congress.
Although there are various biological definitions of
symbiosis, it is a word that allows for interpretation. We
chose an architectural interpretation and adopted it
as the theme for Congress.
For the purposes of this introduction, and for those of
us rnot well versed in biological terms, the Oxford
dictionary definition is probably the most appropriate.
Symbiosis means living together, an association of two
organisms that contribute to each other's support.
Symbiotic relationships are those of mutual benefit.
There were several objectives in choosing this theme.
First, there was the necessity for a theme which did
not exclude any area of discussion or impose any
ideology on students or guest speakers.
Then there was the need for a theme which inspired
discourse on architecture and the direction
architecture is taking in Southern Africa.
Another important aspect is the education issue and
the possibility of symbiotic student/teacher
relationships.
Finally, there was the development of Durban, a small
harbour city on the east coast of Africa. Many people
of varied religions and cultures settled here to make
up the population of Durban. There were severe
obstacles in the way of a natural course of events;
however, some parts of Durban show the potential
benefit of a symbiotic existence in our cities.
There is a philosophy of the Architecture of Symbiosis
set out by Kisho Kurokawa at the Buenos Aires Bienalé
in May 1986. He considers the most important
relationships to be:

The Symbiosis of Architecture in Nature

The Symbiosis of Man and Technology

The Symbiosis of One Culture with Others

The Symbiosis of History and Future

The Symbiosis of Vernacular with the Purist in Art
This year we have five days for Congress. Each day
has a mini-theme which relates to the main theme.
The result of daily discussions cannot be predicted but
the framework can be provided.
The first day we called "Architecture, the Universe and
Everything”. The objective of this day is a gentle
introduction to Congress, a discussion of broad issues
of relevance and interest to young architects.
The second day is called “Towards an African
Architecture”. The focus of this day is relatively easy to
define. Every year the Congress is used as a vehicle for
considering the identity of a South African

architecture based on the heritage and future of
people in this country rather than those from other
lands.

The third day is called "House, Form and Culture” and
here the objective is twofold. There is the subject of
community work as a future for young architects in
this country. There is aiso the question of
“Interculturalism” which focuses on the idea of
cultures preserving their own identities while mutually
benefiting each other. This is the spine of a new South
African architecture, the impact and vitality of the
many cultures that make South Africa so rich and
diverse.

The fourth day is called “Architects for a New Land".
The education issue is never static and one of the
aims in creating NASU, the National Architectural
Students’ Union, was to allow students of architecture
a voice in the direction of their education. Part of the
education issue is always the appropriateness of our
education for a changed South Africa. The objective
for the day is to hear what students feel about their
education and how, if at all, it should be altered.

The fifth and last day of Congress has been set aside
to show people Durban. Tours have been arranged
and it promises o be a good day. Durban has a rich
architectural heritage and great potential for future
development. It would be unfortunate for people to
leave Durban without that experience. There are
good examples of symbiosis within our city and sadly
lost opportunities. Perhaps it is these lost opportunities
that have prevented a more rapid emergence of an
intrinsic South African architecture.

The purpose of spreading the Congress Project Crit
over three days is to encourage active participation
from students and to provide a platform for discussion
of points raised during the course of the day.

We are all architects or students of architecture; this
Congress is about architecture and what we ail do
best is talk about our work with feeling.

By way of a conclusion, we feel that the people of
South Africa have been prevented from developing
together and that the assimilation of cultures into our
environment has never been truly symbiotic. We need
a generous vision for the future of South Africa; we
need young, enthusiastic architects who are
prepared to work towards that vision. That is the real
objective of a National Congress of Architectural
Students.

Have an enjoyable, enlightening, inspiring and
exciting week.

CINDY WALTERS, Joint Congress Convenor

o SUNDAY 12 APRIL 1987

5.00 pm onwards
6.00 — 9.30 pm

e DAY 1 — MONDAY

Registration in Shepstone 1 Foyer
Music and Wine on the Bridge

13 APRIL 1987

“Architecture, the Universe and Everything”

Morning Session —

8.00 — 9.30 am
9.30 — 9.45am
9.45 — 11.00 am

11.00 — 11.30 am
11.30 — 12.30 pm

12.30 — 1.00 pm

1.00 — 3.00 pm
Afternoon Session —

3.00 — 4.00 pm

400 — 4.30 pm

4.30 — 6.00 pm

6.00 — 8.00 pm

e Even sion —

8.00 — m

10.00 pm

Chairperson: Cindy Walters
Registration

Introduction to Congress

Opening Address — Dr B Biermann:
“The South African Lifestyle”

Tea

Speaker — Dr D Wang: "On Symbiosis
Discussion

Lunch

Chairperson: Cathy Mocke

Speaker — Mr J P Delaporte:

“The Fourth Impossible Profession”

Tea

P.LA.C.E./ISAA Discussion
Dinner

erson; Dean Jay

sium — Mr A Verster, Mr P Rich,
Mr C van den Bergh: “Making It
Nightcap

e DAY 2 — TUESDAY 414 APRIL 1987
“Towards an African Architecture”

e Morning Session —
9.00 — 10.00 am

10.00 — 10.30 am
10.30 — 11.15am

1115 — 11.30 am
11.30 — 12.30 pm

12.30 — 1.00 pm
1.00 — 3.00 pm
Afternoon Session —
3.00 — 4.00 pm
400 — 430 pm
4,30 — 6.00 pm
6.00 — 8.00 pm
8.00 — 10.00 pm

Chairperson: Michal Cohen

Keynote Address — Professor D Theron:
“Out of Africa”

Tea

Speaker — Professor B Kearney:
“Appropriateness — The Berea Style”
15 minute break

Speaker — Mr P Rich:

“Old Country — New Country”
Discussion

Lunch

Chairperson: Ajay Corbett

Speaker — Ms O Joubert:

“In Search of an Indigenous Style”

Tea

Congress Project Crit:

“Monument to a Future South Africa”
Critics: Mr D Basckin, Professor P Guedes,
Ms O Joubert, Mr R Farren

Dinner

“Archilark” — an evening of live
entertainment, performed by students
from all schools, produced and
managed by third year students from
Durban

o DAY 3 — WEDNESDAY 415 APRIL 1987
“House, Form and Culture”

Morning Session —
9.00 — 10.00 am

10.00 — 10.30 am
10.30 — 11.45am

11.45 — 12.00 pm
1200 — 1.00 pm

1.00 — 3.00 pm

Chairperson: Basil Vogas

Keynote Address — Dr E Haarhoff:
“Architecture and Culture;

The Search for Symbiosis”

Tea

Symposium — Mr | Louw, Mr A Botha:
“Objects in the Landscape”

15 minute break

Speaker — Mr R Kirby: “Spatial Perception
and its Interface with Culture”

Lunch

e Afternoon Session — Chairperson: Bruce Clark

3.00 — 4.00 pm

Speaker — Mr R Harber:
“"Neighbours Apart”

DAY 3 (continued)
4.00 — 4.30 pm
4.30 — 6.00 pm

6.00 — 8.00 pm

Evening Session —
8.00 — 10.00 pm

10.00 pm

Tea
Cong ect
“Mon oa re South Africa™

Critics: Mr R Harber, Mr J Noero,

Mr B Stafford, Mr | Benjamin, Dr D Smit
Dinner

Chairperson: Angela Butler

Overseas Guest Speaker —

Mr | Benjamin (UK)

Nightcap

DAY 4 — THURSDAY 416 APRIL 1987
“Architects for a New Land”

Morning Session —
9.00 — 10.00 am

10.00 — 10.30 am
10.30 — 11.30 am

11.30 — 11.45am

11.45 — 1.00 pm

1.00 — 3.00 pm

e Afternoon Session —
3.00 — 4.00 pm

4.00 — 4.30 pm

4,30 — 6.00 pm

6.00 — 8.00 pm

8.00 — 10.30 pm

10.30 pm

Chairperson: Rui Grego

Keynote Address — Professor P Guedes:
“Passengers, Artists and Call Girls shall
take you into the future”

Tea

Speaker — Mr H Schirmacher:
“Architectural Conscience; towards the
implosion of Apartheid and the design of
a just society or ‘hey boys!' said the
lemming ‘have we been dedicating our
lives to a trivial pursuit?”

15 minute break

Panel Discussion:

“Architects for a New Land”
Chairperson: Professor R Albino

Panel: H Schirmacher, O Joubert,

P Mikula, P Guedes, elected students
Lunch

Chairperson: Karen Saulez

Speaker — Mr J Noero: “Mayi Buye Afrika”
— OQverthrowing Verwoerd's Dream
Tea

Congress Project Cirit:

“Monument to a Future South Africa”
Critics: Dr B Biermann, Mr P Mikula,
Professor R Albino, Mr L da Silva

NASU Meeting

To be finalised

Nightcap

o DAY 5 — FRIDAY 417 APRIL 1987
“"Next Five Exits — Durban”

8.30 am

Tour 1
Tour 2
Tour 3
Tour 4

Tour 5

1.00 pm

4,00 pm
6.30 pm

7.00 pm
7.30 — 8.00 pm
8.00 pm

Meet on the bridge to meet tour guides.
Select tours of Durban and
Omgewende Gebied

Hindu Temples — Paul Mikula

Mariannhill and St Wendolins settlement
— Robert Brusse, Errol Haarhoff,
Protas Madlala

Phoenix Settlement and Bhambayi —
Rodney Harber

The Victorian Point and aspects of the
city — Brian Kearney

“Seaview with a difference ...” Through
the streets of a wood-and-iron suburb —
Jennie Castle and Michal Choresh

All tour buses to meet at Isipingo Rail for
the Good Friday Hindu Festival

Return to campus

Meet again at the University to travel to
mystery venue

A word from our sponsors
Closing Address
Small Supper — Big Party
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(TOUR 1)

Symbiosis & Durban’s Indian
architectural heritage:
Durban and its metroplitan areas have a
rich Indian architectural heritage.
However, not much of this heritage has
survived in a symbioftic urban environment.
Much of our Indian architecture has
faced the consequences of state-
created laws which have left our Indian
architecture in unrelated contexts.

e Historical background to the Indian
South African:

The Indian population of South Africa owes
its presence in the country to the labour
problems experienced by pioneer farmers
who established sugar plantations in the
British Colony of Natal during the 19th
century.

The majority of Indians belong to the Hindu
faith, while the remaining adhere to the
Islamic and Christian faiths.

Much of Durban’s Indian architecture is
represented in the numerous religious
buildings in Durban. These fall into two
categories:

THE TEMPLES OF THE HINDUS and

THE MOSQUES OF THE MOSLEMS.

o The Grey Street Mosque:

The dominating presence of this mosque,
with its two domes and minarets, belies the
fact that the Muslims form a relatively
small minority in the Indian community.

e Canelands Shree Emperumal Temple
(now Oaklands Shree Emperumat):
Architect Kistappa Reddy was assisted by
an immigrant who undertook most of the
structural work, while Reddy concentrated
on the sculpture.

Recently, the whole upper brick structure
was hoisted and moved to Oaklands in
Verulam.

Umbilo Shree Umbalavar Alayam
(Second River Temple, Cato Manor):
In 1927, two well-known artisans were
commissioned from India. Obviously
masters at their frade, they set about
creating a most colourful and profusely
decorated temple.

Reservoir Hills, Mounibatten Drive
Mosque
Built ¢ 1971, the building was designed by
Durban architect, Hans Hallen, and
demonstrates an heroic articulation of a
cube, with a subtle softening of an
otherwise austere concrete wall by the use
of ceramic tile cladding.

The Sri Radha Radhanath Temple
(Hare Krishna Temple, Chatsworth):
Designed by Austrian-bomn devotee Raja
Ram Das, a qualified architect who spent
more than seven years in India studying
temple design.

The temple compound has four entrances,
one on each side, each of which
represents four yogic paths that are
prescribed for the four different yugas, or
ages of mankind.

BALWANTH KOOBLAL
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1 GREY STREET MOSQUE, DURBAN
The elegant dome and minarets in
the heart of a commercial area.

2 CANELANDS SHREE EMPERUMAL
TEMPLE

Moved to pleasant surroundings,
accessible and related fo

the community.

3 UMBILO SHREE AMBALAVAR
ALAYAM

Standing in a veld of sweeping
blades of grass — in an area from
which the community has been
uprooted.

4 THE RESERVOIR HILLS MOSQUE
This contemporary building sits
snugly on the northern slope of

Mountbatten Drive in Reservoir Hills,
an elite Indian suburb, northwest of
Durban.

5 THE HARE KRISHNA TEMPLE
The bridge crosses over the circular
path around the temple.
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The heart of the Grey Street area is the
Great Mosque, where one of Durban’s
most satisfying examples of fownscape is
to be found (fig 1).

Being the original generator of a
community, the Mosque is the heart of
local activity; it is surrounded by a
commercial envelope, other related
functions and a residential component
which resulted from the wish to be close to
one’s place of work and worship

The distinct nature of the area stems from
this element of multiple-use, where the
worlds of working and living merge In
some instances, the work function is
accommodated in the internal courtyards
of residential buildings; in others, living
spaces extend out over colonnaded
walkways, lending appropriate scale as
well as unobserved surveillance to the
public street below.

In the immediate vicinity of the Mosque,
the numerous arcades and pedestrian
ways create a bazaar atmosphere; some
arcades penetrate the building block,
others twist and turn, and others end in
quiet culs-de-sac, havens of peace away
from the hustle and bustle of the streets.
Madressa, Ajmeri and Jhavary Arcades are
typical examples and should be walked
through to capture the ambience of the
area. Madressa Arcade, particularly, is one
of the most interesting incidences of
townscape in our city, where the tower of
Emmanual Cathedral is framed by the
overhead walkways as the arcade tumns
near its end (fig 3). Jhavary Arcade, too,
still has remnants of its previous urban
integrity, somewhat disrupted now by the
western freeway off-ramp (fig 2). This
freeway is one of the misfortunes of our
city, glaringly illustrating the lack of
consideration for qualities of fownscape.
The freezing of development in this area,
resulting from the Group Areas Act of 1948,
is in no small way responsible for the run-
down state of the area. But there is a
positive side to this circumstance, because
a number of mostly intact Union Classical
and Art Deco buildings have survived,
preserving the quality of the streetscape
with colonnaded walkways and intriguing
arcades.

The lifting of curbs on development in 1984
has resulted in a new spirit, a new feeling
of confidence; development is now taking
place on a large scale, as the examples at
the lower end of Victoria and Prince
Edward Streets illustrate (fig 4)

However, it must be ensured now that
what has gone before is not ignored, that
new development is "townscape-sensitive”
and takes cognisance — not superficially,
but with frue understanding — of those
qualities which make the Grey Street area
such a vital and varied part of our urban
fabric; where the idea of city takes on ifs
true meaning of being a settlement where
each element contributes to the whole.

DANIEL HATTINGH

Fig 3

Emmanuel Cathedral at
the termination of
Madressa Arcade
Architects: W Street-
Wilson, 1900, and

Payne and Payne,

1927.

Fig 4

New development
between Prince
Edward and Victoria
Streets Architect:
Cassim Kadwa, 1986/7.
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Fig 1

The Grey Street
landmark, the Mosque
Architect: WB
Barboure, 1941

Fig 2

Jhavary Arcade, a
residential oasis of
peace and quiet.
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o BEACHFRONT

Holiday Inn. Marine Parade

Meyer Pienaar & Partners Inc

2 Beachfront restaurants, Marine Parade
Hallen Theron & Partners Inc

3 Maharani Hotel, Snell Parade
Selsick, Wolpe, Levy & Pariners

e CENTRUM

4 Durban Exhibition Centre, Commmercial
Road
ZAl (Natal) Inc

5 Workshop, Commercial Road
Bentel Abramson & Partners Inc

6 Central Park, Aliwal Street
Hallen Theron & Partners Inc

7 Old Railway Station, Pine Street
Street-Wilson & Fyfe

8 101 Victoria Embankment
Monte, Bryer & Rodd.

9 Netherlands Bank, Smith Street
Norman Eaton

10 Salisbury Arcade refurbishment, Smith/West
Streets >
Geraghty. Little & McCaffery.

11 88 Field Street
Murphy/Jahn in association with Stauch
Vorster.

12 VARA Offices, St Georges Street
Vandeverre, Apsey. Robinson & Associates

13 Bus station, Pine Sheet
Fridjohn, Fulford & Partners.

o BEREA

14 Palm Springs. 163 North Ridge Road
Ferreira Da Silva and Stafford.

15 Skye. 167 North Ridge Road
Ferreira Da Silva and Smith

16 Harrogate Hall, 432 Essenwood Road
Ferreira Da Silva and Stafford.

17 Arcadia Park offices, 23 Arcadia Road
Johnson Murray Architects

o MORNINGSIDE

18 McCarthy Centre, 201/203 North Ridge
Road
Paton Taylor Associates Inc

19 ZAl Offices, 245 North Ridge Road
ZAI (Natal) Inc

20 Pampallas revival, 55 Hollander Crescent
Luis Ferreira Da Silva

21 Hotel California, Florida Road
Geraghty. Little & McCaffery.

@ UNIVERSITY AREA

22 House Coll remodelling, 221 King George V
Avenue
Johnson Murray Architects

23 House Lyons, 2 Donlene Crescent
Johnson Murray Architects

e DURBAN NORTH

24 House Mattioda, 17 Kiaat Place, Durban
North
Ferreira Da Silva and Smith

25 House Lee, 22 Kiaat Place, Durban North
Ferreira Da Silva and Smith

N

26 House Dewilder, 36 Hillbrow Road, Riverside.,

Durban North
Ferreira Da Silva and Smith

o WESIVILLE

27 House Dada |, 1 Meerut Road
Johnson Murray Architects

28 House Dada |l, 2 Tureen Place
Johnson Murray Architects

29 House Steffanuti, 24 Moffat Avenue
Ferreira Da Silva and Smith

30 House Paruk, 5 Shepstone Drive
Ferreira Da Silva and Smith

31 House Carter, 53 Northcliff Avenue
Johnson Murray Archjtects

32 House Modi, 78 Lorne Street
Ferreira Da Silva and Stafford.

33 House Singh, 37 Shepstone Place, Westville
Hallen Theron and Partners Inc

34 House Kara, 13 Westborough Road
Halten Theron and Partners inc

35 Small Business Development Corporation,
Jan Hofmeyer Road
Hatlen Theron and Partners Inc
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In 1965, the Durban City Council
appointed Lord Holford and Professor
Kantorowich to prepare a plan for the
redevelopment of the area known as the
Centrum (see plan). The brief was later
extended to include the planning of land

northwards up fo the Umgeni River and the

beachfront. The chief reason for the

need to plan the development of the
Centrum arose from the decision by the
South African Railways to replace the
existing main passenger station and
ancillary workshops with a new through-
station and sidings near Greyville. The land
thus vacated would allow the central city
area to expand in a northerly and easterly
direction.

The findings and proposails of the Holford
Commission were compiled in a report
entitled "Durban 85" and submitted to the
Council in November 1968. But the
Railways did not hand over the site until
1982, by which time circumstances had
changed considerably. Therefore, in 1982,
Council appointed the architect Revel Fox
to work in association with a steering
committee to submit new proposals for the
Centrum.

Some of the results of this revitalisation
programme are described below:

Church Street is now pedestrianised, giving
a more stately setting to the civic
buildings. Paving, vegetation and street
furniture have been introduced here.

The old railway workshops have been
restored and upgraded to house speciality
shopping. A central city park is being
established to the north of this shopping
centre. The park is connected to the
existing civic square by the Church Street
underpass.

Part of the site, defined by Aliwal Street
Extension and Stanger Street, houses the
Exhibition Centre, once the home of
Durban'’s Expo 85. The old station has been
partially restored but a viable use for this
building has still to be found.

The improved townscape,
pedestrianisation, conservation, and the
positive linking of old and new are signs
that Durban is now getting it together.

FRANCO COPPOLA
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Arrows indicate the direction of potential growth
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Fig 1

A view of the Centrum
before redevelopment,
showing the old
station, train sheds and
workshops in the centre
foreground.

Fig 2

A similar view, showing
the renovated station
building. the frain
sheds moved
northwards fo allow the
extension of
Commercial Road, the
renovated workshops
and the emerging
Central Park.

A view from the Royal Hotel shows the pedestrianisation of Church Street and the underpass below
Commercial Road which links the city square to the revitalised Cenfrum.
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The Marine and Snell Parades served as
Durban’s main arterial beachfront route.
This caused a major problem in that the
beachfront buildings were cut off from the
beach by a noisy stream of traffic. The
recreational strip between the Marine
Parade and the lower Marine Parade was
isolated by fraffic (fig 1).

The solution has been to re-align this route
further inland thereby increasing the depth
of the beachfront. This change opened
new opportunities for development of the
main beaches and the linking of these to
the city edge. Point and Brickhill Roads
have now become the major arterial
routes fed by a network of roads from the
City Centre, Victoria Embankment, Smith
Street, West Street, Pine Street and Old Fort
Road.

The Marine and Snell Parades provide
localised parking areas, the end of West
Street has been paved and turned into a
pedestrian mall and the lower Marine
Parade will become a pedestrian
broadwalk. The beachfront has become
far more accessible to the pedestrian

(fig 2).

Durban beachfront now offers a number of
public service and recreational facilities
which respond to the needs of each
particular areq.

The residential buildings are linked through
these facilities to the beach.

MARK TASCHNER

South Beach

The bowling greens which occupied a great
deal of space in front of the main hotels have
been replaced by recreational facilities for the
general public. South Beach Walk, with the new
Lifesavers and public amenities building, is also
a pedestrian link between the upper and lower
levels.

S B

Fig 1
Before
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| Major arterial route

E Secondary roads

Yl Beachfront buildings
Localised parking
Pedestrian route

Dairy Beach

The need at Dairy Beach for recreational
facilities is being catered for in the form of new
paddling pools, water slides and an amusement
park upgraded to serve the vast number of
holidaymakers concentrated in this area

brickhill rd

North Beach

The area of North Beach becomes a quieter
place with extensive lawns leading to the Snell
Parade Amphitheatre and adjoining gardens.
Snell Parade will also provide for extra parking
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