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LADYSM

or those who are interested,
when next passing Ladysmith on
the way to Johannesburg, it
might be an idea to by-pass the
Harrismith Toll Road and take an
extra half hour to drive down
Murchison Street, the central
street of Ladysmith, and observe
this historical place which has
recently obtained city status. It
will be seen that this is not a place
of dust, bakkies, biltong and beer;
that is only a veil covering many
fascinating historical buildings
and places. If a little more time is
spent, the details of the town’s
history can be studied, and
development that is typical of a
Northern Natal town becomes
evident and interesting.

Alongside the City Hall is the Museum;
a little Cape shed-type building with low
entrance and exit doors, which contains the
history of Ladysmith’s turn-of-the-century
debacle — the Siege. Among the
fascinating photographs, drawings and
artefacts are many fine illustrations
showing how the town was planned and
how early development took place.

The images of the City Hall, the Royal
Hotel, the Anglican Church, the convent
and hospital, and Victorian houses and
barns dotted about a most barren and
rocky hillside ridge, can be seen in detail.
Most of these buildings still exist today
without, unfortunately, much recognition
of their historical import. There is a fullsize
“stage set” of a British ridge-top guard
implacement, with a 360° montage
photograph enlarged from the original
negatives to form a 5-metre diameter drum,
and every tree, building, playing ground,

NORTH ELEVATION TO ALBERT STREET
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horse paddock and encampment can be
seen.

The photographer responsible for taking
these pictures in 1900 was probably
unknown, but a genius nevertheless in
having the foresight to make such a record.
Further on, one sees an illustration of Dr
Stark being struck by a shell outside the
entrance doors to the Royal Hotel; one can
stand on the brass dimple and plaque on
the Royal Hotel veranda which denotes the
exact spot, and survey the original blue
stone rustication, the art deco entrance
doors, and see the City Hall from between
veranda arches which have long replaced
timber posts with “Y” struts, and a
chequered grano stoep that has replaced
the original oregon pine boarding.

. . . this is not a place of
dust, bakkies, biltong and beer;

This viewpoint is precisely depicted in
the famous painting of a very neat and trim
General Buller (he was actually extremely
obese) leaning from his saddle to shake
General White’s hand (who was thin due
to food rationing at the time) at the relief of
the siege. Dominant in the background of
cheering soldiers and civilians is the City
Hall with its battle-damage proudly
displayed. One can almost feel the mud
underfoot and smell the scent of horses and
dung, as the spaces, light, and shadow are
still the same.

The City Hall, which was constructed
before the turn of the century, stands
defiantly staring at the surrounding later
’50s to ’80s buildings on the opposite three
corners; its rusticated base is built of the
local blue stone, representing hundreds of
hours of skilled masonry labour; the clock
tower is built of mudbrick, and the arches
from bricks.imported from Pietermaritz-
burg. This building has been well
maintained by both Boer and Brit ever
since the Longtom shell split the tower and

removed one corner support, and today it is
guarded by the now silent Naval and Boer
cannons.

Further down Murchison Street, imple-
mentation of the Group Areas Act has
actually preserved many buildings deve-
loped by the Indian community. These, and
the Natal Railways Institute Building, are
blighted by non-occupation, lack of mainte-
nance or sheer lack of interest. Through the
layers of peeling paint, the plaster relief of
architrave mouldings and dates of comple-
tion show the attention and pride that this
area once enjoyed.

There is the theory that, as the other end
of the city is devastated by flood waters, and
with the Indian community wishing to re-
occupy this upper Murchison Street area,
the CBD of Ladysmith might shift: that
these old buildings might have modern
“guts” installed between the “horns and
tail”, and that the magnificent Natal Rail-
ways Institute Building may be commer-
cially developed into Ladysmith’s own mini
Workshop complex. There is, of course, the
possibility that development will tear out
the few remaining trees and cover the
unkempt bare ground with tarmac and
shade cloth structures for our modern me-
tallic horsepower, but so far the Borough is
doing very well in controlling this aspect of
our heritage and the future looks promising,

It is in this potential upgrade area that the
new Stockowners building is being
developed. A 90-year-old butchery was
demolished to accommodate this and
permission was obtained from the National
Monuments Council. The site is directly
opposite the Natal Railways Institute
Building which is listed, and the design of
this modern replacement of the butchery
was done with sympathy to the Institute
Building, the immediate area and
Ladysmith in general. Hopefully this
development can act as a catylist.

Neil Hayes-Hill

S OPS AND OF ICES
FOR STOC O NERS
CO-OPERAT VELI ITED,
LADYS ITH

ARCHITECTS: GRANVILLE
HAYES-HILL & ASSOCIATES

e client required more lettable commer-
cial than office space which necessitated the
office space being placed at an elevated first
floor level.

Out of concern for the existing character
of the area, a “hip and valley” corrugated
sheet metal design was chosen to roof the
upper storey, and a “veranda” roof to
protect the ground floor shopping pave-
ment, in sympathy with the methods used at
the turn of the century.

The recessed “plazas” on the ground floor
allow for interesting and usable forms and
open space, the importation of a grown tree
to add interest to the already prominent
corner, and for the roof forms to be reduced
in width, resulting in a domestic scale image.

ALBERT STREET

MURCHISON STREET

GROUND FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR

1 SHOPS

2 RECEPTION

3. BOARD ROOM

4 MANAGER

5. PATIO

6. FLATLET

7. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
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TOWN OFFICES AND
RATES HALL

is building was designed as
part of a larger civic develop-
ment, and the basic aesthetic was
derived from the existing munici-
pal library. The vertical windows
to the double-volume rates hall
contrast strongly with the hori-
zontality of the office block.

NG KERK
DRAKENSBERG VALLEI

An extremely simple structure
met the client’s request for a very
low-cost building with good
acoustics and flexibility of in-
ternal spaces. Simple horizontal
and vertical elements make a
bold statement in this residential
suburb.

Utilization of the sloping site
for tiered seating maximized the
cost-effectiveness of the design.

FIRST NATIONAL
BANK, NEWCASTLE

aximum pedestrian frontage
has been achieved in a tight
downtown space through the use
of a wide arcade linking street
front with mid-block parking
behind. The contemporary design
could be termed “classical-
modern” and uses dark red brick
with other “earth” finishes.
Priority has been given to a
pedestrian-friendly building while
retaining the traditional banking
aesthetic. Benches and indigenous
trees will soften the external
spaces. (Building at present
under construction,).

1. PEDESTRIAN MALL
2. BANKING HALL
3. LOBBIES

ELEVATION TO PEDESTRIAN MALL

B

SCOTT STREET

MID-BLOCK PARKING

E
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DOMEST C ARCHITECTURE IN

COOTE & CLARKSON, ARCHITECTS
HOUSE WARDE

€ site is a typical mid-town,
flat, suburban property facing on
to a busy street.

The house was sheltered from
the street activity by a retaining
wall shaped to create inner
spaces which extend the enve-
loped space into the garden and -
define the boundary.

The house is inward facing,
revolving around two courtyards
with the bedrooms facing on to
the quiet seclusion of the garden.

1. LOUNGE

2. STUDY

3. BAR

4. DINING ROOM
5. KITCHEN

HOUSE
SCHARRIGHUISEN

ur client’s brief was to create
a landscaped space with a
carefully positioned house to
afford privacy and generate a
relaxed, informal family life, and
for a house that suited the harsh
Ladysmith climate at all seasons.

The finishes were to be
practical and as maintenance-
free as possible.

The site is located on a “bult”
projecting into a corner of the
golf course, and enjoys majestic
views to the north of farmlands
and the Drakensberg in the
distance. The siting affords com-
plete privacy from the sur-
roundings.

The design is based on the
traditional veranda as a bridge
connecting the private realm and
the recreation area. The open
plan and its relationship to the
indoor garden reflects our client’s
interest in plants.

The main intention was to
achieve a continuous link be-
tween the garden and the
Drakensberg beyond and all the
living areas and, by careful
changes of level, a view through
the house itself.

The living areas are planned to
provide shelter from the prevail-
ing winds.

Landscaping plan by

513

6. FAMILY ROOM

7 SEWING ROOM

8 MASTER BEDROOM
9. BEDROOMS

10. GUEST BEDROOM

1. INDOOR GARDEN
2, LOUNGE

3. DINING ROOM

4. FAMILY ROOM

5 KITCHEN

6 MASTER BEDROOM
7. BEDROOMS

8. CHANGE ROOM

9. SAUNA

10. POOL

Alan Roosendaal & Assocs, Pretoria

HOUSE HERON

e site is a steeply sloping
area at the bottom of the client’s
existing garden.

The brief called for avoiding a
multi-level recreation area and
integrating building and site.

HOUSE
CERRAI

¢ brief called for a large
house adequate for entertaining
extended family, friends and
business associates, on a steeply
sloping property with breath-
taking views from the upper
level.
The client instructed that a
traditional 30° pitched roof be
used.

OR HERN NATAL =« -

COOTE & CLARKSON, ARCHITECTS

COLIN GLASSPOOL & ASSOCIATES
HOUSE HUDSON — 1988

e brief was to incorporate three bedrooms and
facilities, for a farmer’s three growing sons, into an
existing, delightful 100-year-old stone-walled farm-
house in a beautiful valley north-west of Volksrust.

The existing main trusses were re-designed and the
suites of rooms were built into the roof space with timber
framing and SA pine panelling.

The bedroom dormer windows were cut into the
north slope of the existing roof and the south-facing
passage, shower, and stair hall are lit by domed fibre-
glass roof lights.

FRONT ELEVATION

UPPER FLOOR PLAN

ms

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

A. STOEP

B. LOUNGE

C. DINING ROOM
D. KITCHEN

E. BEDROOMS

F ROOF SPACE
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BRUCE TORR in association with STUTTERHEI |,
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1. WAITING AREA
2. ADMINISTRATION/STORES
3. ENTRANCE FOYER

5. EXAMINATION AREA

he new Maternity Section at Madadeni Hospital, being a
separate and largely self-contained component of the larger hospital,
presented the opportunity of breaking away from the simple,
utilitarian appearance of the existing building.

A central spine containing utilities and lit by clerestorey windows
is flanked by the main ward areas which open in turn on to
small-scale seating areas on the perimeter. The sequential pattern of

TYPICAL SECTIONS THROUGH WARD AREAS

SOUTH ELEVATION
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6. REST ROOM
7. ANTE-NATAL
8. COURTYARD
4. OUTPATIENTS/FAMILY PLANNING 9. LABOUR WARD
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10. OPERATING THEATRES
11. POST-NATAL

12. NURSERY

13. SERVICES SPINE

DETAIL OF WEST FACADE

procedures is reflected in the planning, from admittance through to
the controlled environment of the smaller scale nursery at the
opposite end.

Emphasis was placed on scale, and volumes reflect the nature of
the corresponding activity. The perimeter of the. building is
fragmented into nooks and crannies to present a human and
domestic scale.

ENTRANCE
PORTE COCHERE
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BRUCE TORR, ARC ITECT

n first inspecting this flat, vacant site, a well-worn path
running diagonally from corner to corner was clearly evident.
This was the result of a strong link between a busy shopping
centre near the east corner and a residential area to the west.

The library was to form the first stage of a series of public
buildings planned for the site and the diagonal pedestrian path
has been acknowledged and reinforced in the design, while
keeping the building square to the boundaries for space reasons.
A display window projects into the walkway while the library
proper shelters behind diagonal screen walls.

A large roof with “lean-to’s” lends a domestic quality to the
building.
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1. ENTRANCE

2. ACTIVITIES ROOM

3. ISSUE DESK

4. CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
§. STACKS

ROGF VENT AS DETALED
Ofun HP AND HEAD FLASHMG VITH
OROHADIK FMISH

SOUTH EAST ELEVATION
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