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N feso ega Provisio s

1 National Monuments Act No 28 of 1969 as amended, Statutes of
the Republic of South Africa — Historic Monuments, Issue No 25.
2 Object of the National Monuments Council, ie: Section 2A of the
National Monuments Act:
“The object of the (National Monuments Council) shall be to
preserve and protect the historical and cultural heritage, to
encourage and to promote the preservation and protection of
that heritage, and to co-ordinate all activities in connection
with monuments and cultural treasures in order that monu-
ments and cultural treasures be retained as tokens of the past
and may serve as an inspiration to the future.”
National Monuments, ie: Section 10(1) of the National

the Minister (of National Education) considers it
inth ational interest that any immovable or movable
of?aesthetic, historic or scientific interest be pre-
and maintained he may ... on the recom-
the (National Monuments Council), by notice
in Gazette declare any such property
in the notice to be a national monument.”
4 The National Register, ie: Section 5(1)(cC) of the National Monu-
ments Act:
1) shall ... po
of immo pr
which it regards as worthy of conservation on the ground of
its historic, cultural or aesthetic interest ... by notice in the
(Government) Gazette...”
5 Requirements in terms of the National Register, ie: Section
12(1A) of the National Monuments Act.
“Any planning authority as well as the owner of immovable
property appearing in the (National Register) ... shall con-
sult with the (National Monuments Council) in respect of
planning which affects such immovable property ...”
6 Environments around conservation worthy sites, ie: Section
(8)(a)(i) of the National Monuments Act:
“The (National Monuments Council) shall endeavour to
ensure that land surrounding or in the immediate vicinity of
a monument is not developed in such a manner that the
aspect of, or the view from that monument is obstructed.”
7 The so-called “50 ie: Section 12(2A)(f) of the

National
“No alter orremove
from its Stiginal from tlfe Republic ... any other
histori  ite... theau ity ofapermitissued
under

(Section 1 Site” as:

any thereof, marker, mile-

stone, older than 50 years.”)

8 Setting permit Section12(4)(a) of the National

ter, export from the Republic any

a) any &
si(b) any epstone or petroglyph known or

tohav een executed by Bushmen; or

ters, middens, shell mounds or other sites used by such
people; or
(f) any other historical site, archaeological or palaeontological
finds, material or object, except under the authority of a
permit issued under this section.”
10 Regulations
Permitregulations were published as “National Monuments
Act, 1969, Regulations” in Government Notice No. R 1393 on
pages 7-12 of Government Gazette No 13991 of 22 May 1992.
11 Kwazulu Monument Act, Kwazulu Legislative Assembly Act
No 19 of 1980, Kwazulu Government Notice No 26 of 1981.

6 bis Important Buildings and Objects
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this schere,

the Council may by relax any provision of
this scheme in the site an Important
Building or stands and the Building or
Object itself the Council’s
(a) ensure

historic or

Object;

{b) not reduce artistic value of
the Important

(c) not unduly interfere with the amenities of the
neighbourhood existing or as contemplated by the scheme,
Provided further, that the Council’s authority and not its
special consent shall be required where the proposed
relaxation does not involve a change in use and will affect
the adjoining property only and the written consent of the
registered owner of such adjoining property has been
obtained.
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since the mid-'70s been a
growing force in South Africa. With
this tendency the National Monu-
ments Council (NMC) and other “cul-
tural” conservation agencies have in
recent years seen an increase in their
formal powers and a rise in popular
support for the ideals which they
nurture. South Africans are becom-
ing increasingly aware of their sur-
roundings and the fact that the term
“environment” applies not only to
the great green (brown?) expanses
out beyond urban limits, but also to
the realms within which they live
and work.

Many architects have identified
with this trend and along with insti-
tutions such as the NMC and less
formal pressure groups play a sig-
nificant role in this area of human
interest. This edition of the NIA Jour-
nal looks at recent projects in which
there has been co-operation between
organisations such as the NMC or
Kwazulu Monuments Council and
architects, and seeks to illustrate the
basis upon which such projects may
be premised. In an era in which the
country appears to be moving away
from strict con- '
troland frequent
intervention by
authority, the
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current position in

servation” and away from “preser-
vation” of the past. Large scale inter-
vention on sensitive sites is now the
norm rather than the exception, it
being a question more of the a
priateness of intervention and
isaccomplished, thanw

it should be permitted

rather than mothballing

sites would seem to be the

the day.

Many of the articles attempt
show that there is indeed a future for
conservation. Some so-called “rel-
evant” projects in the field of heri-
tage conservation are taking place in
a realm which is generally accepted
asbeing outside that of the builtenvi-
ronment, but is nevertheless one in
which architects have a role to play.
Such areas of activity relate to ar-
chaeology and theimportance of sites
where oral tradition is given geo-
graphical expression.

Architectural conservationistsand
their colleaguesin other areas of heri-
tage conservation are convinced that
their work and the awareness of tra-
dition and the past which it fosters
will play a role in creating a stable
society in South
Africa. Archi-
tects have a part
to play in this
and it is hoped
that this edition
of NIA Journal
will provide in-
spiration in this
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