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ARCHITECTURAL Services Depart-
menthas evolved from what was, prior
totherecentrestructuring of the Durban
City Council, a Branch of the City Engi-
neers’ Department.

The restructuring has served to
rationalise the services
provided by the City
Council, and in respect of
Architectural Services has

entailed our establishment

as an independent Busi-
ness Unit of City Services
(one of nine Service Units
in lieu of fifteen Depart-
ments)

The functions of Development Con-
trol (plans approval and elevation con-
trol) have been separated from those of
Architectural Services, leaving the Di-
rector, iljoen, heading a rela-

multi-disciplinary
uding archi-
and struc-

from
system,

envi-

city.

Samples of successfully completed
work illustrated in this issue are evi-
dence of a new spirit awakening in the
halls of the “Corporation” and reflect
the commitment of the City’s public

sectorarchitects to the pro-
motion of good architec-
ture. Workranges from the
design and construction of
an‘appropriate’ Municipal
tea-trolley, to participation
in major developments in-
cluding the International
Convention Centre, Mu-
nicipal Library, City Police
Headquarters and Kings Park Olym-
pic Pool and Soccer Stadium Redevel-
opments. There have been forays into
‘urban design’, which is viewed as an
indivisible function of the City Archi-
tects; and progress has been made to-
wards fostering and developing addi-
tional skills in the field of project man-
agement within the Municipal envi-
ronment.

A major philosophy driving the de-
velopment of Architectural Services
into a viable and useful service to the
people of the Durban Functional Re-
gion, is the perception that one of the

Jonathan Edkins was born in
Durban and is a graduate of
the University of Natal. He
worked in public sector
architecture in Johannesburg
before moving to England in
1988 to work for Fry Drew
Knight & Creamer on projects
in the UK and Gambia.

He joined Durban City
Architectural Services on his
return in 1991, as Principal
Architect (Design).

major functions of the City Architects
isto offer unbiased and accurate advice
to the City Council in all matters per-
taining to physical development of the
City. In order to properly and ad-
equately perform this function, the City
Architectsneed tobe constantly in touch
with the professional bodies, and to be
working with architects in the private
sector to achieve an appropriate direc-
tion for developments,

aimed at constant im-

provement in the qual-

ity of built form and

city spaces. We

need to work to-

gether to develop a

common vision for

the future of

Durban, which

must take into ac-

count the needs of

all current and fu-
tureinhabitantsand

users of the city,

within the constraints

of realisticbudgeting

and appropriate use

of resources.

Jonathan Edkins,

Guest Editor
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Architectural Services were given the go-ahead
to redevelop the pool into an international stan-
dard competitive facility, designed as the
“home” for aquatic sports, and capable of sec-
ond stage adaptation for the Olympics in 2004.

The final proposal includes enclosing the ex-
isting swimming pool on the north and south
with glass wallsand new grandstand seating for
3 000; construction of a new pool for competi-
tion diving, waterpolo and synchronised swim-
ming; grandstands for 1 000; heating the water
inboth pools to a constant 26°C; and upgrading
parking, entrance and circulation components.

The design solution addressed the need to
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improve the internal and external aesthetic of
the pool by breaking the overpowering form of
the roof, through construction of a central spine
rooflight. Attention is diverted away from the
massive fascia by introduction of modulating
elements of descending scale at lower levels.
The encircling beam is extended to provide
enclosure and identity, and will be used to add
stiffness to the temporary seating which would
be added for an Olympic event. The space be-
tween the existing roof and new beam is glazed
around the entire perimeter, to allow visual
separation of the roof from the new elements,
and for views of a more vibrant and populated
interior to be achieved from both the Northern
Freeway and NMR Avenue,
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It is anticipated that the pool will be used for
the SA National Swimming Championships in
March 1994. Straws are being drawn to deter-
mine which member of the professional team
gets to test the 10m diving platform!

Client: City of Durban: Culture & Recreation Unit
(Director: Recreation)

SEATING PLAN (TOP LEVEL)

Professional Team

Architect: Jonathan Edkins (Design and Liaison),
Patrick Duigan (Project Development)

Quantity Surveyor: Webber Associates

Structural Engineer: Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick
Electrical Engineer: Berriman & partners
Mechanical Engineer: M & E Design Associates

Main contractor
Contract value: R12 400 00

Contract duration: 40 weeks

Group Five (Pty) Ltd (Stevenson Construction)

ABOVE: Seating plan {top level)

The clients predilection for a “thatched
rondavel” was used as a generator for an ab-

stractcomposition of circular planesjuxtaposed
and modulated by the internal functions of the
building. The site is overlooked by a 6 storey
office block and care was taken to design a
visually interesting roofscape, which reinforces
the building’s individuality and assertiveness.
The control of natural light is achieved through
monitors and skylights made possible by the
form of the roof.

Thebuilding attempts to reconcile its contex-
tual setting with its strong form and symbolic
colours, allowing it to be perceived as a foil to
the surrounding municipal environment.
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Client: Durban
Electricity

Contract Value: R1.4
million

Contract Duration: 32
weeks

Architect: Ravi Jhupsee
Quantity Surveyor:
(In-house) Keith van
Zyl/Bill Mathias
Structural Engineer:
Sutherland Sander
Associates
Contractor: Kearey
Construction

city services

Architectural Services co-operated with the
Coastal and Drainage Engineering Division of
the Physical Environment Service Unit in an
attempt to guide potential developers on criteria
and parameters for the construction of a new
212m long pier at the end of West Street.

The pier was needed as a hydraulic structure
to assist in deposition of sand onto the beaches,
and was to carry a stormwater outfall pipe as
well as a new supply pipe for Sea World.

Ideas for the developments on the pier had
previously included “Beacon Isle” type hotels,
and large scale entertainment facilities. The sug-
gested limits for development identified in the
Architectural Services report are as follows:

* Bulk and scale of structures not to obliterate
views of the sea horizon from the West Street
Mall, or views of the Bluff from the Lower Ma-
rine Parade.

¢ Proposals tobe of ascaleand detail inharmony
with the upgraded beach front.

* Developmenttobe appropriate to low levels of
servicing desirable for a pier location.

* Structures on the piershould benon-permanent
in character and capable of change to ensure
continuous attraction.

e Facilities should be accessible to the public,
and not exclusive.

* A landmark structure at this location should
terminate the axial view down West Street from
the City Centre.
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The new clubhouse caters for the resident golf
club, as well as the general public. The site
location and the relationship to the landscape
and golf course dominated the design process.
The accommodation is built on both sides of an
entrance axis which leads from the carpark
through the building to the 18th hole and tee.
The clubhouse snugglesinto earthembankments
which provide flood protection to the ground
floor (the golf course is on the Umgeni River
flood plain). Views over the golf course from
first floor functions room are exploited by fully
glazed facades to the upper level verandah and
the intermediate level covered dining terrace.

Textured champagne coloured brickwork with
smooth grey horizontal bands reinforce the rela-
tionship of the building to the flat surroundings,
and the green corrugated sheet with deep over-
hangs has echoes of the regional architectural
aesthetic.
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LEFT: Aerial view, Marine
Parade.

BELOW: Concept plan
sketch.

Client:

Physical Environment
Architect:

Jonathan Edkins
Urban Design Consult-
ants: Physical Environ-
ment Service Unit
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GRO FLOOR PLAN

Client: Culture and
Recreation Unit
Contract Value: R1.3m
Architects: Fred Viljoen
(Preliminary Design),
Gavin Adams (Design
& Project Development)
Quantity Surveyors:
Shagam & Foley
Engineers: (In-house)
Dave Thomas
Contractor:

Harding Allision cc

f. Terrace
g. Seating
h. 18th Green
i. CarPark
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